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ActionAid Climate Loss and Damage: Lesson Plan 

40 minutes
Materials: 	
Flipchart/White Board
Markers
Laptop and projector with internet access
Notebooks and pens 
Printer and scissors (before class preparation) 

Purpose: 	To teach the students about the effects of climate change on the global south, the importance of loss and damage, and to provide students with actions to take. 
 
1. Power Walk – ten minutes 
Pre class preparation:
· Please print out the six “personas” within the lesson plan and cut them out so each of the student volunteers will be given one persona. 
· Make sure there is space within the classroom for students to walk. 
Setting up the activity in class:
· Explain that the Power Walk is a group exercise that facilitates participants to “walk” in someone else's shoes.
· Ask for six volunteers from your class, who will be given eight questions. 
· Hand each student a persona. Ask them to not tell anyone their persona until the end. Ask them to imagine they are that person for the purpose of this exercise. 
· Once the students are ready, read out the following (reminding them again to take the steps as the person they have been given might):



1. Take a step forward if it is common to travel by aeroplane in your country 
2. Take a step forward if most people where you live own a car 
3. Take a step forward if it is common to have air conditioning or central heating in your country 
4. Take a step forward if your country offers tax incentives to help big businesses not pay tax in other countries
5. Take a step forward if people in your community are not in danger of hunger
6. Take a step forward if your community is not facing major drought 
7. Take a step forward if your community is not facing wild fires 
8. Take a step forward if your community is not facing major flooding this year

Discussion following the questions: 
· The distance walked represented one’s power and access to resources over others. 
· While the students are standing in their positions,  ask the six students to read out the personas they have been given. 
· Ask the whole class to call out anything that they notice (hints/possible outcomes, people from richer countries have taken more steps, people in richer countries have impacted climate change, people in poorer countries are feeling more of the effects of climate change). 
Thank the volunteers and ask them to sit down again. 

2. Video – Loss and Damage who should pay – six minutes 
Ask students to watch the video provided on loss and damage: The Global Story of Climate Change Loss and Damage - and Who Should Pay For It

3. Presentation – 2 minutes 
Return to the presentation and explain more on loss and damage: 
What does loss and damage mean:
· Because of climate change, half of the world is now in a danger zone.
· But there is no support mechanism for countries already affected by the crisis.
· “Loss and Damage” is the funding that campaigners are calling for so that communities already affected by climate change can cope.
Case study: 
· Pakistan, the world’s fifth largest country, but has contributed less than 1% of the global greenhouse gas emissions. 
· In August 2022, devastating monsoon rains in Pakistan killed over 1,000 people and left over 33 million people homeless. Over 1/3 of the country was submerged under water.

4. Cass activity – twelve minutes 
Ask students to break into pairs and discuss the following questions for seven minutes 
· What are the ways rich countries and companies have contributed to climate change? 
· What are the ways that poorer countries have been impacted by climate change?
· What are the solutions?
Afterwards as a class make a list of the answers on white board at the front of the class – five minutes

5. Personal reflection – five minutes 
Ask students to spend five minutes reflecting in their notebooks, you can ask them the following questions to reflect on. 
· What had you heard about loss and damage or generally on climate action before before and where had you heard about it? (from media, friends and family, just around)
· Who has the power/control when it comes to loss and damage? Who loses and who benefits?
· Whose perspectives do you usually hear from when it comes to climate action?

6. Take action – five minutes: 
Turn back to the presentation and provide some suggestions of how students can take action: 
· Talk about climate change and loss and damage with your friends and family 
· Discuss as a class ways that you can work together with your community on climate action. 
· Write to your local politician asking them to support loss and damage payments
· Write a letter to your local newspaper about loss and damage and why it is important

· Take part in ActionAid’s ActionTalks speech writing competition – writing a speech on the topic: 
· "Current efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt are not enough to tackle the speed and scale of climate change, meaning that some losses and damages from climate change are inevitable. Women and children in particular are on the front line. Rich countries should pay their fair share for the loss and damage their energy consumption has caused in poorer nations.” 
· First prize is a €500 voucher – learn more at www.actionaid.ie




Power walk personas – to cut out and hand out to students 
	

Irish secondary school student living in Dublin. Both their parents and work and they live in a three bedroom house and have two cars.



	

French businessman working for a big oil company. Flies frequently for work, owns four properties.



	

American grandmother who lives in Florida. Drives an SUV, lives in a luxurious air-conditioned apartment.



	

Ethiopian teenager, currently out of school as her area is badly affected by the food crisis. Her family used to have a successful small farm, but now they are surviving on one meal a day. She has to walk long distances every day for water.



	

Bangladeshi garment worker, earning less than 1euro a day making clothes for Irish consumers, living in the capital Dhaka which is on low lying land. She works long hours, six days a week. Her son lives with his grandparents in a different part of Bangladesh and she and her husband send home money to him. They see him once a year, traveling across the country by public transport. She volunteers in the local voluntary fire brigade as because of climate change fires are breaking out more and more in the informal settlement that she lives in.



	

Zimbabwean grandmother whose home was destroyed in a cyclone. She is living in temporary accommodation with people that she doesn't. Her government can't afford to rebuild all the homes that were destroyed. She used to be self sufficient, tending to a small garden and selling vegetables in a local market, now she is dependent on aid.
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